n]               THE ARGUMENT FOR DESIGN.              39

strong may very probably be this. We are apt to
think of design as we experience it ourselves. Now
when an engineer, for instance, designs a certain
machine, he starts with certain properties of matter
(the tenacity of steel and so forth) over which he has
no control. These form his postulates; they lie
wholly outside the field on which alone his design
is capable of being exerted. Hence, in such a case
as that of the evolution of the solar system men-
tioned above, we are beset by our anthropomorphic
ideas ; we think of the initial state as presenting the
postulates outside alone of which design is capable of
being exercised. But if we think of the initial state
as itself brought about by a Being capable of design-
ing, then there is still room for the exercise of design
in bringing about the final condition of the system.
I grant that by being thus thrown back into a
remote region of operations which lie beyond our
ken to follow, the evidence of design is apt to strike
us less forcibly; but this is only what we might
expect when we attempt to gauge by our finite minds
the mind of a Being so immeasurably above us.

But even if the evidence of design in the adapta-
tion of the inanimate environment to the wants of
future living things were deemed to have failed
altogether, there still remains the consideration of
the adaptation of living things to their environment
supposed given. To my own mind, it is in living